ARUE BA 


TT 


Arubas ONLY English newspaper 


States look for picnic as U.S. fentany! deaths keep rising 


By GEOFF MULVIHILL 
Associated Press 

As the addiction and over- 
dose crisis that has gripped 
the U.S. for two decades 
turns even deadlier, state 
governments are scram- 
bling for ways to stem the 


to test drugs for fentanyl 
are legal. The urgency is 
heightened because of 
the deepening impact of 
the drugs. Last year, the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention reported 
the nation had hit a grim 


destruction wrought by milestone. For the first time, 
fentanyl and other synthet- more than 100,000 Ameri- 
ic opioids. cans had died of drug 


In statehouses across the 


overdoses over a 12-month 


country, lawmakers have period. About two-thirds of 
been considering and_ the deaths were linked to 
adopting laws on two fentanyl and other synthet- 


fronts: reducing the risk to 
users and increasing the 
penalties for dealing fen- 
tanyl or mixing it with other 
drugs. Meanwhile, Repub- 
lican state attorneys gen- 
eral are calling for more 
federal action, while some 
GOP governors are deploy- 
ing National Guard units 
with a mission that includes 
stopping the flow of fen- 
tanyl from Mexico. 

“It’s a fine line to help peo- 
ple and try to get people 
clean, and at the same 
time incarcerate and get 
the drug dealers off the 
streets,” said Nathan Man- 
ning, a Republican state 
senator in Ohio who is spon- 
soring legislation to make it 
clear that materials used 
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ic drugs, which can be 50 
to 100 times more potent 
than morphine, heroin or 
prescription opioids. 

The recent case of five 
West Point cadets who 
overdosed on_ fentanyl- 
laced cocaine during 
spring break in Florida put 
the dangers and perva- 
siveness of the fentanyl cri- 
sis back in the spotlight. 
The chemical precursors 
to the drugs are being 
shipped largely from China 
to Mexico, where much of 
the illicit fentanyl supply is 
produced in labs before 
being smuggled into the 
U.S. While Users sometimes 
seek out fentanyl specifi- 
cally, it and other synthet- 
ics with similar properties 
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A display of the fentanyl and meth that was seized by Customs and Border Protection officers over 
the weekend at the Nogales Port of Entry is shown during a press conference on Thursday, Jan. 
31, 2019, in Nogales, Ariz. 


are often mixed with other 
drugs or formed into coun- 
terfeit pills so users often 
don’t know they’re taking 
it. Advocates say test strips 
can help prevent acci- 
dental overdoses of drugs 
laced with fentanyl. The 
strips are given out at nee- 


dle exchanges and some- 
times at concerts or other 
events where drugs are ex- 
pected to be sold or used. 
Thomas Stuber, chief legis- 
lative officer at The LCADA 
Way, a drug treatment 
organization in Ohio that 
serves Lorain County and 
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nearby areas, has been 
pushing for the test strip leg- 
islation. It also would ease 
access to naloxone, a drug 
that can be used to revive 
people when they're hav- 
ing opioid overdoses. 
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States look for solutions as U.S. fentanyl deaths keep rising 


Continued from Front 


“This is a harm-reduction 
approach that has re- 
ceived a lot of accep- 
tance,” he said. “We can- 
not treat somebody if 
they’re dead.” 

Since last year, at least a 
half-dozen states have en- 
acted similar laws and at 
least a dozen others have 
considered them, accord- 
ing to research by the Na- 
tional Conference of State 
Legislatures. 

In West Virginia, the state 
hardest hit by opioids per 
capita, lawmakers passed 
a bill this month to legal- 
ize the testing strips. It now 
heads to the governor. 

The measure was spon- 
sored by Republican law- 
makers. But state Delegate 
Mike Pushkin, a Democrat 


Guns, drugs and money are displayed at a press conference, 
Thursday, June 20, 2019, in Boston. 


whose district includes cen- 
tral Charleston, has also 
been pushing for more ac- 
cess to fentanyl strips. He 
said the situation got worse 
last year when a state law 
tightened regulations on 
needle exchanges, caus- 
ing some of them to close. 
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Pushkin, who also is in long- 
term addiction recovery, 
is pleased with passage of 
the testing strip bill but up- 
set with another measure 
passed this month that 
would increase the penal- 
ties for trafficking fentanyl. 
That bill also would create 
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a new crime of adding fen- 
tanyl to another drug. 
“Their initial reaction is, ‘We 
have to do something,’” 
he said. “It’s not just about 
doing something, it’s about 
doing the right thing that 
actually has results.” 

But for many lawmakers, 
making sure that tough 
criminal penalties apply to 
fentanyl is a priority. 
California Assemblywoman 
Janet Nguyen, a Repub- 
lican, introduced a mea- 
sure that would make pen- 
alties for dealing fentanyl 
just as harsh as those for 
selling cocaine or heroin. 
The Republican represents 
Orange County, where 
there were more than 600 
reported fentanyl-related 
deaths last year. 

“This is sending messages 
to those who aren't afraid 
of selling these drugs that 
there's a longer, bigger 
penalty than you might 
think,” said Nguyen, whose 
bill failed to advance from 
her chamber’s public safe- 
ty committee in a 5-2 vote 
last week. She said after 
the bill failed that she was 
considering trying again. 
She said committee mem- 
bers stressed compassion 
for drug users, something 
she said she agrees with. 
“The less available these 
pills are out there, the bet- 
ter it is,” Nguyen said. “And 
that is going after the drug 
dealer.” 

The same day her mea- 
sure failed to advance, 
a Democratic lawmaker 
in California announced 
a different bill to increase 
fentanyl-dealing penalties. 
The National Conference 
of State Legislatures found 
12 states with fentanyl-spe- 
cific drug trafficking or pos- 
session laws as of last year. 
Similar measures have 
been introduced or consid- 
ered since the start of 202] 
in at least 19 states, the As- 
sociated Press found in an 
analysis of bills compiled 
by LegiScan. That does not 
include measures to add 
more synthetic opioids to 
controlled substance lists 
to mirror federal law; those 
have been adopted in 
many states, with biparti- 
san support. 

Fentanyl has been in the 
spotlight in Colorado since 


February, when five people 
were found dead in a sub- 
urban Denver apartment 
from overdoses of fentany! 
mixed with cocaine. 

Under state law, possession 
with intent to distribute less 
than 14 grams of fentanyl is 
an offense normally punish- 
able by two to four years 
in prison. But fentanyl is so 
potent that 14 grams can 
represent up to 700 lethal 
doses, under a calculation 
used by the U.S. Drug En- 
forcement Agency. 

“It’s making it impossible to 
hold the dealer account- 
able for the deadliness 
of the drugs they're ped- 
dling,” Colorado House 
Speaker Alec Garnett, a 
Democrat, said in an inter- 
view. 

He and a bipartisan group 
of lawmakers last week un- 
veiled a bill also backed 
by Democratic Gov. Jared 
Polis that would increase 
penalties for dealers with 
smaller amounts of fen- 
tanyl and in cases where 
the drug leads to a death. 
The legislation also would 
increase the accessibility 
of naloxone and test strips 
while steering people who 
possess fentanyl into edu- 
cation and treatment pro- 
grams. 

“We have the largest in- 
carceration rate in the en- 
tire world and we're also 
setting records in terms of 
overdose deaths,” she said. 
Democratic governors 
are focusing primarily on 
harm reduction methods. 
Among them is Illinois Gov. 
Jay Pritzker, who released 
a broad overdose action 
plan last month. 

Several Republican gover- 
nors and attorneys general 
have responded to the ris- 
ing death toll with adminis- 
trative enforcement efforts 
and by pushing for more 
federal intervention. 

Last year, Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott and Arizona Gov. 
Doug Ducey called for 
states to help secure the 
border with Mexico. Along 
with trying to keep people 
from entering the U.S., stop- 
ping the flow of fentanyl 
was cited as a reason. 
Several other Republican 
governors have sent con- 
tingents of state troopers or 
National Guard units.Q) 


U 5S. NEWS [AS ..., 4 APRIL 2022 


At D.C. roast, N.H.’s GOP governor skewers Trump as ‘crazy’ 


By AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — GOP 
Gov. Chris Sununu of New 
Hampshire said Donald 
Trump is “crazy” and joked 
that if the former Republi- 
can president was admit- 
ted to a mental hospital, 
“he ain't getting out!” 
Sununu skewered Trump 
during the Gridiron Club’s 
spring dinner Saturday 
night, an annual Washing- 
ton gathering featuring 
skits and speeches from 
Democrats, Republicans 
and journalists that are ex- 
pected to “singe” but “not 
burn” the capital’s political 
elite. 

“He's (expletive) crazy!” 
Sununu said in salty remarks 
that roasted members of 
both parties as well as the 
Washington journalists who 
cover them. The governor 
added: “The press often 
will ask me if | think Donald 
Trump is crazy. And I'll say 
it this way: | don’t think he’s 
so crazy that you could put 
him in a mental institution. 
But | think if he were in one, 
he ain't getting out!” 
Sununu also spoke of being 
left astonished by an en- 
counter with Trump when 


auto race, July 18, 2021, in Loudon, N.H. 


the former president was 
visiting New Hampshire for 
a political rally. 

After greeting Trump at 
the airport, Sununu said 
Trump insisted he ride with 
him to the venue. Sununu 
said that Trump spent most 
of the ride obsessing over 
his polling numbers, but at 
one point broke his train of 
thought to point out that all 
the people holding Ameri- 
can flags along the motor- 
cade route were his fans. 
Trump pointed to one man 


with a flag and sign before 
Trump returned to the topic 
of polling, Sununu recalled. 
“| can’t help but notice 
the guy he pointed at, the 
sign he’s holding says, ‘(ex- 
pletive, Trump!),” Sununu 
joked. 

In his Gridiron address, Su- 
nunu also took aim at Dem- 
ocrats and poked fun at 
himself. 

He said White House press 
secretary Jen Psaki, who 
is reportedly set to sign a 
deal soon to join MSNBC, 


Associated Press 
would be smart to get her 
money upfront considering 
the network’s ratings. 
Sununu noted he was in- 
cluded in a Washington 
Post list of 10 potential 2024 
GOP presidential contend- 
ers. He cracked that his 
vast foreign policy experi- 
ence included building a 
short wall with polite sig- 
nage on New Hampshire's 
border with Canada. 

Rep. Jamie Raskin of Mary- 
land, who spoke on behalf 
of Democrats at the dinner, 


remarked that he had not 
heard a “Republican use 
the F-word that much since 
the Nixon administration.” 
“But I've got to say that 
Gov. Sununu’s eloquent 
profanity is the kind of insur- 
rection the GOP needs to- 
day,” Raskin said. 

The sitting president typi- 
cally attends the event. 
President Joe Biden, who 
spent the weekend in his 
home state of Delaware, 
skipped but sent a video 
message. Commerce Sec- 
retary Gina Raimondo de- 
livered remarks on behalf 
of the administration. 
Republicans last year made 
a pitch to Sununu to chal- 
lenge incumbent Demo- 
crat Sen. Maggie Hassan in 
2022, but he ultimately de- 
clined and opted to run for 
reelection as governor. The 
seat is one of several that 
Republicans are eyeing as 
they look to win control of 
the Senate in upcoming 
midterm elections. 

Sununu told the Washington 
Examiner that after hearing 
GOP leadership's plan for 
the next two years, he de- 
cided wasn’t interested in 
simply being a “roadblock” 
to Biden's agenda.) 


Biden says sub he commissioned will 
enhance U.S. security 


By WILL WEISSERT 
Associated Press 
WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) 
— In a public ceremony 
delayed two years by the 
pandemic, President Joe 
Biden on Saturday commis- 
sioned the USS Delaware, a 
nuclear attack submarine, 
saying it would enhance 
national security, though 
he made no reference to 
the global turmoil from Rus- 
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
“As the commander in 
chief, | believe it is our sa- 
cred obligation as a na- 
tion to prepare and equip 
those troops that we send 
into harm’s way and to 
care for them and their 
families when they return 
home,’’ he told a crowd of 
invited guests and dignitar- 
ies assembled on a sunny 
but chilly spring day on a 
restricted part of the dock 
in Wilmington. 


This latest Navy ship to car- 
ry the Delaware name, the 
president said in brief re- 
marks, “is part of a long tra- 
dition of serving our nation 
proudly and strengthening 
our nation’s security ... not 
just us, but our allies and 
partners around the world 
as well. In fact it’s already 
been doing that for some 
time.’ 

In April 2020, with the coro- 
navirus pandemic spread- 
ing across the United States, 
the Delaware was commis- 
sioned while underwater, a 
first for a Navy vessel. Since 
then it has been in training. 
After the ceremony, the 
president took a_ private 
tour of the Delaware. He 
did not respond to ques- 
tions from reporters about 
Ukraine. 

First lady Jill Biden is the 
suomarine’s sponsor, a 
role meant to bring a ves- 


sel luck. During her remarks, 
she exclaimed: “Officers 
and crew of the USS Dela- 
ware, man our ship and 
bring her to life.” The crew 
resoonded, “Aye aye, 
ma'am” and, as she ap- 
plauded, sailors in dress 
uniforms ran behind the 
crowd, then down onto the 
submarine and lined up on 
the deck. 

Saturday's commission- 
ing comes amid the war in 
Ukraine and after Biden an- 
nounced a budget blue- 
print that proposes spend- 
ing $795 billion on defense, 
which would mean an in- 
crease for the Pentagon. 
Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell,  R-Ky., 
said the proposal would 
at best “leave our armed 
forces simply — treading 
water” because of infla- 
tion. But some progressive 
Democrats complained 


President Joe Biden returns a salute as he stands with first lady 
Jill Biden and Cmdr. Matthew Horton, Commanding Officer, USS 
Delaware, before they board the USS Delaware, Virginia-class 
fast-attack submarine, for a tour at the Port of Wilmington in 
Wilmington, Del., Saturday, April 2, 2022. 


that was too much funding 
after the withdrawal of U.S. 
forces from Afghanistan 
last summer. 

With a crew of 136 sailors, 
the Delaware is the 18th 
Virginia-class fast attack 
submarine, which is de- 
signed to seek and destroy 
enemy submarines and 
surface ships, and can fire 
Tomahawk cruise missiles, 


Associated Press 
the Navy says. 
The ship is 377 feet long, 
can dive to depths greater 
than 800 feet and oper- 
ate at speeds in excess of 
25 knots submerged. The 
submarine is also designed 
to operate for more than 
three decades without 
needing to refuel, accord- 
ing to a Defense Depart- 
ment news release.L) 
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California mass shooting: 6 dead, 12 injured in Sacramento 


By ADAM BEAM 

Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif (AP) — 
Six people were killed and 
12 injured early Sunday in 
Sacramento when shots 
were fired into crowds as 
bars and nightclubs emp- 
tied for the night in the sec- 
ond mass shooting in five 
weeks in California's capital 
city. 

Police were searching for 
at least one suspect and 
had recovered at least one 
firearm. Investigators said 
they were reviewing video 
footage posted to social 
media that showed what 
appeared to be an alter- 
cation before the gunfire 
erupted. 

A video posted to Twitter 
showed people running 
through the street amid the 
sounds of rapid gunfire in 
the city of about 525,000 
located 75 miles (120 kilo- 
meters) from San Francisco. 
"This morning our city has a 
broken heart," Sacramento 
Mayor Darrell Steinberg 
said. We don't know all the 
facts but we know there 
were mass casualties in a 
very short amount of time." 
Officers were patrolling the 
area near the shooting site 
two blocks from the Capitol 
at about 2 a.m. when they 
heard gunfire and rushed 
to the scene, Police Chief 
Kathy Lester told reporters. 
They found a large crowd 
gathered and six people 
dead in the street. 

Twelve people who police 
said were shot and wound- 
ed were taken to a hospital 
or hospitals. The Sacramen- 
to Fire Department said four 
of the seven people trans- 
ported by its emergency 
workers were suffering from 
critical injuries. Authorities 
said some gunshot victims 
drove themselves to hospi- 
tals or were driven. 
Authorities recovered "at 
least one firearm" from the 
scene, a police statement 
said, and urged witnesses 
or anyone with recordings 
of the shooting to contact 
police. 

"We're asking for the pub- 
lic's help in helping us to 
identify the suspects in this," 
Lester said. Asked if authori- 
ties were searching for one 
or more than one suspects, 
Lester told reporters that 


A roadblock is set a block away from the scene of an apparent mass shooting in Sacramento, 
Calif., Sunday, April 3, 2022. 


she did not know. 

Police announced in a 
statement that investiga- 
tors were aware of a video 
on social media that ap- 
peared to show an alter- 
cation before the shoot- 
ing, but did not yet know 
whether it was relevant to 
their investigation. 

Kelsey Schar was staying 
on the fourth floor of Citi- 
zen Hotel when she said 
she heard gunshots and 
saw flashes in the dark. She 
walked to the window and 
"saw a guy running and just 
shooting," Schar told The 
Associated Press in an inter- 
view. 

Her friend, Madalyn Wood- 
ard, said she saw a crowd 
in the street scatter amid 
the gunfire and a girl who 
appeared to have been 
shot in the arm laying on 
the ground. Security guards 
from a nearby nightclub 
rushed to help the girl with 
what looked like napkins to 
try to stanch the bleeding. 
Pop duo Aly & AJ per 
formed Saturday at Sacra- 
mento's Crest Theatre and 
their tour bus was caught in 
the gunfire, the musicians 
said on Twitter. No one in 
their touring group was 
hurt, the tweet said. 
Sunday's violence was the 


third time in the U.S. this 
year that at least six peo- 
ple were killed in a mass 
shooting, according to a 
database compiled by 
The Associated Press, USA 
Today and Northeastern 
University. And it was the 
second mass shooting in 
Sacramento in the last five 
weeks. On Feb. 28, a father 
killed his three daughters, a 
chaperone and himself in 
a church during a weekly 
supervised visitation. David 
Mora, 39, was armed with 
a homemade semiauto- 
matic rifle-style weapon, 
even though he was under 
a restraining order that pro- 
hibited him from possessing 
a firearm. 

Councilmember Katie Va- 
lenzuela, who represents 
the area where the shoot- 
ing happened, said she's 
fielded phone calls report- 
ing many violent incidents 
in her district in the 15 
months she's been in office. 
Valenzuela cried at a news 
conference as she_ told 
reporters that the latest 
phone call woke her up at 
2:30 a.m. Sunday with de- 
tails about the latest trag- 
edy. 

"I'm heartbroken and I'm 
outraged," she said. "Our 
community deserves better 
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than this." 

The shooting happened 
on the outskirts of the city's 
main entertainment district, 
which is anchored by the 
Golden One Center that 
attracts big-name concerts 
and is home to the NBA's 
Sacramento Kings. City offi- 
cials have invested heavily 
in the area to promote de- 
velopment in the area. 

The effort was working un- 
til the pandemic hit and 
forced many businesses to 
close, according to Grant 
Gorman, a bartender who 
lives near the place the 
shooting happened. 

"Just when we were reach- 
ing some semblance of it 
being a bustling downtown 
area that was safe and we 
had a bunch of open busi- 
nesses to go to, the pan- 
demic hit it and just crushed 
it," Gorman said. 

Steinberg, the mayor, said 
in recent years it "has been 
avery difficult time in down- 
town Sacramento and Sac- 
ramento as a whole." 

He added that the shoot- 
ing "gives pause to our en- 
tire Community" but urged 
people to continue visiting 
the area despite the recent 
violence. 

California Gov. Gavin New- 
som said in a statement 


that his administration was 
working closely with law en- 
forcement officials. 

"What we do know at this 
point is that another mass 
casualty shooting has oc- 
curred, leaving families 
with lost loved ones, mul- 
tiple individuals injured and 
a community in grief," he 
said. 

The area where  Sun- 
day's shooting occurred is 
packed with restaurants 
and bars. Nightclubs close 
at 2 a.m. and it's normal for 
streets to be full of people 
at that hour. 

Kay Harris, 32, told AP she 
was asleep when one of 
her family members called 
to say they thought her 
brother Sergio Harris had 
been killed. She said she 
thought he had been at 
the London © nightclub, 
which is near the shooting. 
Harris said she has been to 
the club a few times and 
described it as a place for 
"the younger crowd." She 
spent the morning circling 
the block waiting for news. 
"Very much so a senseless, 
violent act," she said. 
Pamela Harris, Sergio Har- 
ris’ mother, told The Sacra- 
mento Bee the family has 
not heard from him yet. 
"We just want to know what 
happened to him," Pamela 
Harris told the newspaper. 
"Not knowing anything § is 
just hard to face." 

Berry Accius, ad community 
activist, said he came to 
the scene shortly after the 
shooting happened. 

"The first thing | saw was 
like victims. | saw a@ young 
girl with a whole bunch of 
blood in her body, a girl 
taking off glass from her, a 
young girl screaming say- 
ing, They killed my sister.’ A 
mother running up, 'Where's 
my son, has my son been 
shote" he said. 

UC Davis Medical Center 
received four patients from 
the downtown — shooting, 
spokesperson Stephanie 
Winn said. She declined to 
provide their genders or 
conditions, referring media 
inquiries to police. 

Ten ambulances and fifty 
first responders from the 
Sacramento Fire Depart- 
ment responded to the 
shooting, according to 
Capt. Keith Wade.) 


AMMAN, Jordan (AP) — An 
outspoken half-brother of 
Jordan's king relinquished 
his princely title Sunday in 
apparent protest over how 
the country is run. It was the 
latest chapter in an ongo- 
ing palace feud that saw 
the junior royal placed 
under house arrest a year 
ago.Prince Hamzah posted 
the announcement on his 
official Twitter account. He 
wrote that he was driven 
to the decision because his 
convictions cannot be rec- 
onciled with the “current 
approaches, policies and 
methods of our institutions.” 
He stopped short of directly 
criticizing King Abdullah Il 
and the ruling elites, as he 
had done in the past, but 
his tone signaled that the 
rift has not been mended, 
as the Royal Court suggest- 
ed in the past. 

The Royal Court had no im- 
mediate comment. 
Abdullah and Hamzah are 
sons of King Hussein, who 
ruled Jordan for nearly 
a half-century before his 
death in 1999. Abdullah 
had appointed Hamzah as 
crown prince upon his suc- 
cession but stripped him of 
the title in 2004. 

The monarch had placed 
Hamzah under house arrest 
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Jordan prince drops title in protest over how couniry is run 


lem 


Jordan’s then Crown Prince Hamzeh, left, with his mother then Queen Noor, during his wedding 


ceremony in Amman, Jordan, May 27, 2004. 


last April for his alleged plot 
to destabilize the Western- 
allied kingdom. In a video 
statement at the time, 
Hamazah denied the allega- 
tions, saying he was being 
punished for speaking out 
against official corruption. 

Last month, Hamzah apol- 
ogized to his brother, ac- 
cording to a letter released 
by the Royal Court at the 


time. Hamzah went on to 
express hope that “we can 
turn the page on this chap- 
ter in Our Country's and our 
family’s history.” 

Analyst Amer Sabaileh said 
he expected Hamzah's an- 
nouncement to rekindle 
the royal riff that many in 
Jordan believed had been 
resolved with the prince’s 


apology. 
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Sabaileh noted that 
Hamzah had made the de- 
cision unilaterally and an- 
nounced it on his personal 
Twitter account, rather 
than in consultation with 
the royal family. 

“He is trying to re-engage 
with the old narrative,” 
Sabaileh said of Hamzah. 
“We are back to the point 
where he is saying he is not 


satisfied, that he is still bitter 
and there is no reconcilia- 
tion.” 

Itwas notimmediately clear 
if Hamzah's decision to re- 
linquish his title will help re- 
store his freedom of move- 
ment. Hamzah has only 
appeared in public once 
since the feud. In February, 
the court announced the 
birth of Hamzah’s son. 

The feud was arare case of 
infighting within the Hash- 
emite royal family going 
public. At one point Jordan 
imposed a gag order on 
reporting about the events, 
reflecting the sensitivity of 
issues Surrounding the royal 
family. 

Abdullah had accused his 
brother of sedition but said 
the dispute was being re- 
solved within the family and 
that Hamzah remained in 
his own palace under the 
king’s protection. Two for- 
mer senior officials impli- 
cated in the alleged plot 
were convicted of sedition 
and sentenced to 15 years 
in prison by a state security 
court. Particulars about the 
alleged plot have never 
been made public. 

Jordan is a close Western 
ally and has long been 
seen as an island of stability 
in a turbulent region.L) 


Kim’s sister enraged by Seoul’s 
preemptive strike comments 


By HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
The influential sister of North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
called the South Korean 
defense minister a “scum- 
like guy” for talking about 
preemptive strikes on the 
North, warning Sunday that 
the South may face “a seri- 
ous threat.” Kim Yo Jong’s 
statement came amid 
heightened tensions be- 
tween the rival Koreas over 
the North's soate of weap- 
ons tests this year, includ- 
ing its first intercontinental 
ballistic missile launch in 
more than four years. Some 
experts say her statement 
could signal that North Ko- 
rea will conduct more sig- 
nificant weapons tests soon 
and take a hardline stance 
on South Korea. 


The ICBM test on March 24 
that broke North Korea’s 
four-year moratorium on 
big weapons tests was an 
embarrassment to South 
Korea's liberal President 
Moon Jae-in, who has 
pushed hard to achieve 
greater reconciliation be- 
tween the countries and 
find a peaceful resolution 
to the North Korean nucle- 
ar crisis. During a visit to the 
country’s strategic missile 
command on Friday, South 
Korean Defense Minister 
Suh Wook said that South 
Korea has the ability and 
readiness to launch preci- 
sion strikes on North Korea if 
it detects the North intends 
to fire missiles at South Ko- 
rea. Seoul has long main- 
tained such a preemptive 
attack strategy to cope 
with North Korea’s growing 


missile and nuclear threats, 
but it was highly unusual for 
a senior Seoul official under 
the Moon administration to 
publicly discuss it. 

On Sunday, Kim's sister, 
Kim Yo Jong, issued blister- 
ing rhetoric directed at Suh 
and threats toward Seoul. 
“The senseless and scum- 
like guy dare mention a 
‘preemptive strike’ at a nu- 
clear weapons state,” Kim 
Yo Jong said in a statement 
carried by state media. 
“South Korea may face a 
serious threat owing to the 
reckless remarks made by 
its defense minister.” 

“South Korea should dis- 
cipline itself if it wants to 
stave off disaster,” she said. 
Kim Yo Jong, a senior of- 
ficial in the North’s ruling 
Workers’ Party, is in charge 
of relations with Seoul and 


Kim Yo Jong, sister of North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un, attends 


a wreath-laying ceremony at Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum in Hanoi, 


Vietnam, March 2, 2019. 


Washington. South Korea’s 
spy service says she is the 
North's No. 2 official behind 
her brother. Pak Jong Chon, 
a secretary in the Workers’ 
Party’s central committee, 
separately warned that 
“any slight = misjudgment 
and ill statement rattling 
the other party under the 


Associated Press 

present situation” may trig- 
ger “a dangerous conflict 
and a full-blown war.” 
Pak said North Korea will 
“mercilessly direct military 
force into destroying ma- 
jor targets in Seoul and 
the South Korean army” if 
South Korea preemptively 
attacks North Korea.) 
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Taliban clamp down on drugs, announce ban on poppy harvest 


By KATHY GANNON and 
MOHAMMAD SHOAIB AMIN 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban 
on Sunday announced a 
ban on harvesting poppies, 
even as farmers in some 
parts of the country began 
extracting the opium from 
the plant that is needed for 
making heroin. 

The Taliban warned farm- 
ers that their crops will be 
burned and that they can 
be jailed if they proceed 
with the harvest. The har- 
vest and planting seasons 
vary across Afghanistan. 
In the Taliban heartland 
of southern Kandahar the 
harvesting has begun but 
in the east of the country 
some farmers are just be- 
ginning to plant their crop. 
In desperately poor Af- 
ghanistan the ban seems 
certain to further impover- 
ish its poorest citizens at a 
time when the country is in 
an economic free fall. 

The decree was an- 
nounced by Taliban 
spokesman Zabihullah Mu- 
jahid at a news conference 
in the capital of Kabul. The 
order also outlawed the 
manufacturing of narcot- 
ics and the transportation, 
trade, export and import of 
heroin, hashish and alco- 
hol. 

The ban is reminiscent of 


Afghan farmers harvest poppy in Nad Ali district, Helmand province, Afghanistan, Friday, April 1, 


2022. 


the previous Taliban rule 
in the late 1990s when the 
movement espousing a 
harsh interpretation of Islam 
outlawed poppy produc- 
tion. At that time, the ban 
was implemented coun- 
trywide within two years, 
and according to the U.N. 
largely helped eradicate 
poppy production. 

However, after the ouster 
of the Taliban in 2001, farm- 
ers in many parts of the 
country returned to poppy 
production. Poppies are 
the main source of income 


for millions of small farm- 
ers and day laborers who 
can earn upwards of $300 
a month harvesting them 
and extracting the opium. 
Today, Afghanistan is the 
world’s largest producer of 
opium, despite billions of 
dollars spent by the inter- 
national community during 
its 20 years in Afghanistan 
to eradicate the drug. In 
2021, before the Taliban 
takeover, Afghanistan pro- 
duced more than 6,000 
tons of opium, which the 
U.N. Office on Drugs and 
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Crime said could poten- 
tially yield 320 tons of pure 
heroin. 

Afghanistan produces 
more opium than all opium- 
producing countries com- 
bined and last year was the 
sixth straight year of record 
opium harvests. 

During the years-long Tal- 
iban insurgency, the move- 
ment reportedly made 
millions of dollars taxing 
farmers and middie men 
to move their drugs outside 
Afghanistan. Senior officials 
of the U.S.-backed govern- 


ment also reportedly made 
millions on the flourishing 
drug trade. 

Washington spent more 
than $8 billion trying to 
eradicate poppy produc- 
tion in Afghanistan dur- 
ing its nearly 20-year war, 
which ended with the Tal- 
idan takeover of the coun- 
try in August. 

Nearly 80% of heroin pro- 
duced from Afghan opium 
reaches Europe through 
Central Asia and Pakistan. 
According to a U.N. report 
in 2021, income from opi- 
ates in Afghanistan was be- 
tween $1.8 billion and $2.7 
billion, more than 7% of the 
country’s GDP. The same 
report said “illicit drug sup- 
ply chains outside Afghani- 
stan” make much more. 
The Taliban’s ban comes as 
the country faces a human- 
itarian crisis that spurred 
the U.N. to ask for $4.4 bil- 
lion last month as 95% of Af- 
ghans do not have enough 
to eat. 

The ban, while hitting drug 
production houses hard, 
will likely devastate small 
farmers who rely on opium 
production to survive. It’s 
difficult to know how the 
Taliban will be able to cre- 
ate substitute crops and 
financing for farmers, at 
a time when international 
development money has 
stopped.l) 


Ex-UN prosecutor urges global arrest warrant for Putin 


of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, attends a press 
conference, at the European headquariers of the United 
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, Wednesday, March 1, 2017. 

Associated Press 


GENEVA (AP) — The for- 
mer chief prosecutor of 
United Nations war crimes 


tribunals for the former Yu- 
goslavia and Rwanda has 
called for an international 


arrest warrant to be issued 
for Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin.“Putin is a war 
criminal,” Carla Del Ponte 
told the Swiss newspaper 
Le Temps in an interview 
published Saturday. 

In interviews given to Swiss 
media to mark the release 
of her latest book, the Swiss 
lawyer who oversaw U.N. 
investigations in Rwanda 
and the former Yugoslavia 
said there were clear war 
crimes being committed in 
Ukraine. 

She said she was particu- 
larly shocked by the use of 
mass graves in Russia’s war 
on Ukraine, which recalls 
the worst of the wars in the 
former Yugoslavia. 

“| hoped never to see mass 
graves again,” she told the 


newspaper Blick. “These 
dead people have loved 
ones who don't even know 
what’s become of them. 
That is unacceptable.” 
Other war crimes she iden- 
tified in Ukraine included 
attacks on civilians, the 
destruction of — civilian 
buildings and even the de- 
molishing of entire villages. 
She said the investigation 
in Ukraine would be easi- 
er than that in Yugoslavia 
because the country itself 
had requested an inter- 
national probe. The cur- 
rent ICC chief prosecutor, 
Karim Khan, visited Ukraine 
last month. 

If the ICC finds proof of 
war crimes, she said, “you 
must go up the chain of 
command until you reach 


those who took the deci- 
sions.” 

She said it would be pos- 
sible to bring even Putin to 
account. 

“You mustn’t let go, con- 
tinue to investigation. 
When the — investigation 
into Slobodan Milosevic 
began, he was still presi- 
dent of Serbia. 

Who would have thought 
then that he would one 
day be judged? Nobody,” 
she told Blick. 

Del Ponte added that in- 
vestigations should be 
carried out into possible 
war crimes committed by 
both sides, pointing also to 
reports about the alleged 
torture of some Russian 
prisoners of war by Ukrai- 
nian forces.L) 
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By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 

HAVANA (AP) — The event 
at a convention center in 
Cuba's capital looks like 
a lot of trade fairs: Mu- 
sic blares as visitors stroll 
between colorful booths 
displaying a wild variety 
of products: furniture or 
clothing, glassware or re- 
cycled paper, chocolates 
or cleaning products. 

But it's a commercial mile- 
stone for Cuba: The com- 
panies showing off their 
wares are largely formal, 
private companies that 
were legalized only about 
six months ago — more 
than a half century after 
the Communist govern- 
ment banned nearly all pri- 
vate enterprise. 

"We're experiencing some- 
thing without precedent, 
at least for our genera- 
tion," said César Santos, a 
36-year-old engineer who is 
a partner in Lucendi SRL, a 
company that offers elec- 
trical installations both for 
private and state clients. 
"We are seeing other busi- 
nesses that we didn't even 
know existed." 

Santos was born 18 years 
after the government 
closed or took over private 
businesses in 1968, consoli- 
dating a Soviet-style social- 
ist system that had been 
forged following the 1959 
revolution led by Fidel Cas- 
tro. 

Cuba's single-party  politi- 
cal system has survived the 
1991 collapse of the So- 
viet Union, but its socialist 
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Cuba's new private companies show off products at trade fair 


A vintage Russian-made Lada car, right, and an American-made classic car drive past the Capitol 
in Havana, Cuba, Friday, April 1, 2022. 


economy has continually 
struggled to find its foot- 
ing in the decades follow- 
ing the loss of heavy Soviet 
subsidies. It has long tried 
to attract foreign investors 
and has expanded tourism, 
despite U.S. embargo mea- 
sures that impede both. But 
productivity in the state-run 
sector has remained dis- 
mal. 

Fidel Castro's government 
reluctantly began allowing 
small-scale individual  pri- 
vate businesses in the early 
1990s, then cracked down 
amid complaints they were 
creating a class of rela- 
tively rich people under a 
system that prizes equality 
over wealth. 


With the inefficient econo- 
my still struggling, the gov- 
ernment led by his brother 
and heir Raul once again 
opened the door to individ- 
ual businesses in 2010. On 
the eve of the pandemic, 
some 600,000 people were 
working in that sector on 
the island of 11.3 million 
people. 

They run little restaurants, 
rent out rooms, offer repair 
services, even at least one 
chic clothing boutique — 
though they supposedly 
can employ only family 
members or a handful of 
outsiders. 

But the new policy that 
took effect in September 
— while the economy was 
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slammed by _ shortages, 
pandemic restrictions and 
a tightened U.S. embargo 
— potentially goes far be- 
yond: It allows actual com- 
panies that can employ up 
to 100 people, can get for- 
mal financing and do busi- 
ness with state enterprises. 
Within six months, 2,614 
new "limited responsibility 
societies" — or SRLs in Soan- 
ish — have registered. And 
2,523 of those are private 
companies, with the rest 
either state or Cooperative 
enterprises. Most are in the 
Havana area. 

So far, they employ about 
42,000 people. 

Restrictions remain, howev- 
er. The government says the 
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state will remain the domi- 
nant force in the economy 
and the new companies 
can't do journalism or of- 
fer key professional services 
such as architecture, medi- 
cine or law. 

And the business people at 
the fair said they still face 
bureaucratic hurdles that 
need to be smoothed if 
the system is to work better: 
For example, banking, im- 
port and export red tape is 
complicated, they said. 
The fair closing Sunday at 
the Expocuba center on 
the southern fringe of Ha- 
vana features 720 com- 
panies and cooperatives 
showing off everything 
from yoghurt to construc- 
tion materials. 

Officials hoped the gather- 
ing in part would help en- 
trepreneurs make business 
contacts among’ them- 
selves, said Suleidis Alvarez, 
an official with the capital's 
Plaza of the Revolution mu- 
nicipality. For example, she 
said, a woodworking com- 
pany had found a produc- 
er of nails it needed. 

The youth of the partici- 
pants was notable on an 
iskand that has suffered the 
loss of many young people 
through emigration. 

"The migratory crisis we're 
experiencing currently is 
really sad," Santos said. 
"Nevertheless, we are see- 
ing opportunities arising 
through this private enter- 
prise (policy). ... | prefer to 
bet on building my busi- 
ness in the country where | 
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Fit2/ y COVID-19 DVWWlUnudD: 


Testing Center Result in 30 minutes! 
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! SAME DAY RESULT! 


PCR / Antigen Test <a> 


info@medcare.aw / www.medcare.aw 


Test today, fly tomorrow during the holidays 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing 
Centers has improved its services when it comes to 
turn around time for results. As of November its offer- 
ing same day test results ( previously it was 24 hours) 
on both PCR and Antigen tests. 


This in part is to comply with the updated December 
6, CDC requirement for travel to the United States, 
where all air passengers, regardless of vaccination 
status, must show a negative COVID-19 test taken no 
more than 1 day before travel to the United States. 


MedCare Fit2Fly Testing Center at the Cove Mall is 
opposite the Holiday Inn and is open every day for 
walk-ins from 8 AM through 6 PM. MedCare’s other lo- 
cation is situated at The Courtyard by Marriott Aruba 
Resort, is across the street from the RIU Hotel and is 
open every day from 8:00 AM until 2 PM. These two 
locations are at a stone's throw from your resort, con- 
dominium, or other vacation accommodation. Walk- 
ins are welcome. 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic that 
specializes in urgent care for tourists and that has 
been appointed as the national COVID-19 clinic 
for tourists, and Laboratorio di Servicio, a full-service 
modern medical laboratory with state-of-the-art 
equipment, have partnered up to provide fast and 
reliable COVID-19 testing fo all. Laboratorio di Servicio 


is SO-15189:2012 accredited by the Dutch Council for For your convenience 
Accreditation (M317). For a selection of resorts in Aruba, MedCare has setup 


Testing Centers on site: 

¢ Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village Beach Resort, 
Divi Golf, Divi Tamarijn 

e Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach Resort 

e The Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort 

¢ Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort and Casino 

e Renaissance Wind Creek Aruba Resort 

e The Ritz-Carlton Resort. 

Please contact your front desk for more information 

on our Testing Centers at these properties. 


Private bookings 

For your convenience, Medcare also offers private 
testing at youraccommodation/hotel room for a one- 
time service fee of $120. This fee covers testing up to 
10 people (one appointment, at one location and a 
specific time). Additional persons will be charged $10 
per person. Regular testing fees applies.) 


i 
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area 


For more information, please contact: 
Phone: +297 280 0630 

Open 7 days a week, 7 AM — 7 PM. 
Email: info@medcare.aw 
MedCare Clinic Aruba - 

Medcare Test Center 
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Follow us on social media: 
MedCare Clinic | Facebook 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIMESHARE RESORT 


Playa Linda Sales Office: Mon-Fri (8am-4pm) 
sales@playalinda.com or call (+297)-586-1000 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-4544 


More than 80 employees were honored by the Divi Resort 


—_— 
e———— 


ORANJESTAD - On March 
30, 2022, the Minister of 
Tourism Dangui Oduber, 
and the General Manager 
of the Divi & Tamarijn Mr. 
Marin Bijl, honored 85 em- 
ployees at the Divi Resort 
during a festive event held 
in the ballroom of the Al- 


——— vr. 


hambra: 


These employees reached 
their respective anniver- 
saries in the third and last 
quarter of 2021. However, 
due to the Covid pandem- 
ic, the celebration was not 
held before. 


Aruba to Me 


These 85 employees work in 
different areas and at the 
various Divi resorts: 

31 employees celebrated 
their 5th anniversary; 

27 employees celebrated 
their 10th anniversary; 

12 employees celebrated 
their 15th anniversary; 

3 employees celebrated 
their 20th anniversary; 

5 employees celebrated 
their 25th anniversary; 

6 employees celebrated 
their 35th anniversary; 

1 employee celebrated its 
AOth anniversary. 


The DIVI Resort opened 
its doors in 1969 under the 
name Divi Aruba. Now they 
operate 5 Divi Resorts in 
Aruba, of which 3 are time- 
shares: 

Divi Dutch Village Resort; 
Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach 


Resort; 

Divi Village Golf and Beach 
Resort; 

Divi Aruba All Inclusive Re- 
sort; 

Divi Tamarijn All-inclusive 
Resort. 


The Minister thanked alll 
the 85 employees for their 
valuable contribution to 
the Tourism sector of Aruba 
and for providing quality 
service to our visitors.) 


~ 1) 
ORANJESTAD —We would like to portrait you! By invit- —— * 

, ing you to send us your favorite vacation picture while 

| enjoying our Happy Island. Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is ....... Send your picture with that text 
(including your name and where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.comand we will publish your va- 
cation memory. Isn't that a special way to keep your 
best moments alive? Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other materials, you give permis- 
sion to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compensation. 
Last but not least: check out our website and Face- 
book page! Thank you for supporting our free news- 
paper, we strive to make you a happy reader every 
day again. 
For today, we want to highlight a beautiful vacation 
memory from one of our visitors, namely Robin Juck- 
em from Berwyn, Pennsylvania, USA who wrote to us 
saying “Aruba to me is peace and tranquility (and 
spectacular food, too!). Aruba is our favorite place to 
spend time.” 


LIVING 


With the Most Spectacular View 


Visit us and check it out for yourself 


(+297) 594 6395 


2 | O'Stad, Aruba | sales@harbourhousearuba.com 
WWW. HARBOURHOUSEARU BA.COM 


We want to thank Robin for sharing this lovely mes- 
sage with us and the valuable memory she created 
on our happy Island.) 
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as 80 years ago that Aruba became 
Var Il through a submarine attack by 
1942. They targeted the two oil refin- 
1, the Lago and the Eagle, the former 
tantial provider of fuel for the allied. 


ds, the Second World War started on 
r other countries in central and Eastern 
Ss 1939. The 1930s were largely domi- 
Uild-up to the outbreak of this war that 
world on fire. From Hitler's rise in German 


injini 


Welcome al our table 


| Step inside our meticulously designed Chef's Table restaurant, 
located on scenic Eagle Beach, for a 12-course menu 
prepared in front of your very own eyes. 


Taste sensational dishes made by the team led by Chef Urvin 
Croes, where they explore without boundaries and offer a 
dining experience you will never forget. 


a 


Let us take you 
on a culinary 
journey 


Chef Urvin Croes 
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gentle 


results swabbers 


politics to building a war 
industry that produced 
submarines, everything 
led to that second ma- 
jor war in less than half a 
century. 


For the Netherlands Antil- 
les, there were concerns 
for the safety of the is- 
lands where refineries 
(the Lago and the Arend 
(Eagle) here and the Isla 
on our sister island) pro- 
duced jet fuel, essential 
for the Allied forces. Our 
territory was relatively 
safe within the territory 
of the United States and 
far from the European 
hotbed of war. The col- 
ony of Curacao, as the 6 
islands were then called, 
also had some form of 
defense itself, however 
small. 


Governor Wouters, a for- 
mer soldier in the army, 
made an effort to im- 
prove the defense of 
the islands. He urged the 
motherland to supply 
more weapons, ammu- 
nition, vehicles, vessels 
and military personnel 
to deal with them in the 
event of a hostile attack 
His pleas were 


is, in the vi- 
essential re- 
fineries. In Aruba, behind 
the Lago, near Juwana 
Morto, a coastal artillery 
battery was built: three 
gun emplacements with 
large cannons, with a 


cinity of th 
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bunker as headquarters. 
These four locations can 
still be found, although 
after 80 years heavily 
damaged by the ravag- 
es of time. Gunmen and 
naval personnel made 
up the crew. 


Along the southwest 
coast of Aruba, from the 
lighthouse on Hudishiba- 
na (better known as the 
California Lighthouse) to 
the lighthouse of Seroe 
Colorado (which was 
demolished), a_ large 
number of military posts 
were set up, where they 
kept watch with ma- 
chine guns and search- 
lights. That was in im- 


the Ar- 


kota Field, v 
can warplan 
vaneta camp with the 
military headquarters, 
the water distillation fa- 
cility at Spanish Lagoon 
ae of course Oranjes- 
rad and San Nicolas. 


On the north coast there 
was also a guard post, 
at the North. Cape, at 
Fontijn. A large cannon 


Heo. 
ring Aruba’s history and involvement in World War II 


bee So 
that could rotate 360 
degrees was_ installed 
on Seroe Colorado and 
its foundation is still there 
today. Together with 
the four locations of the 
coastal artillery battery 
on Juwana Morto, this 
foundation has been 
preserved as_ military 
heritage from Aruba's 
history. This also includes 
two bunkers, one of 
which is located be- 
tween the roundabout 
in front of the airoort and 
the building of the Ar- 
chivo Nacional. It served 
as a storage bunker for 
ammunition at the 'Da- 
kota Field' and is now 
a monument to the Mi- 
litia Company and the 
Aruba Volunteer Corps. 
Then there is a small 
hexagonal bunker, of 
the '‘pillbox' type, which 
can still be found on the 


| 


beach of the Tamarijn 


Resort, over which the 
‘Bunkerbar had been 
built and has been 
open for many years. 
Behind that beach was 
the Arend Petroleum 
Maatschappij, the Eagle 
refinery and in front of it 
the harbor entrance. 


To be continued...) 
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Battle heats sid over remaining federal rental assistance 
a 


By MICHAEL CASEY 
Associated Press 

In her office at a nonprofit 
in central Nebraska, Karen 
Rathke routinely encoun- 
ters residents still stung by 
the pandemic and hoping 
to get help with their rent. 
Rathke, president of the 
Heartland United Way, was 
hoping to tap into an ad- 
ditional $120 million in fed- 
eral Emergency Rental As- 
sistance to help them. But 
that money, part of what's 
known as ERA2, is at risk af- 
ter Republican Gov. Pete 
Ricketts said he doesn't 
want if. 

Many other states have in 
recent months returned 
tens of millions of dollars in 
unused rental assistance 
because they have so few 
renters — but only Nebras- 
ka has flat out refused the 
aid. 

"I'm very concerned about 
not having = anything," 
Rathke said of the federal 
money, which can be al- 
located over the next three 
years for everything from 
rent to services prevent- 
ing eviction to affordable 
housing activities. 

"All these nonprofits, when 
people come to them ask- 
ing for help, the bucket will 
be empty," she said. "It is 
hard to tell people no, to 
tell people that we don't 
have the funds to help 
them." 

The debate is playing out 
across the country as the 
Treasury Department be- 
gins reallocating some of 
the $46.5 billion in rental as- 
sistance from places slow 
to spend to others that are 
running out of funds. 

States and localities have 
until September to spend 
their share of the first $25 
billion allocated, known 
as ERAI, and the second 
$21.55 billion, known as 
ERA2, by 2025. So far, Trea- 
sury says $30 billion has 
been spent or allocated 
through February. 

Treasury announced earlier 
this month that over $1 bil- 
lion of ERA1 funds would be 
moved, for a total of $2.3 
billion reallocated this year. 
Larger states like Califor- 
nia, New York, New Jersey 
and Texas are getting hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars in 
additional money. Native 


A "For Rent" sign is posted on a building, Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2022, in Philadelphia. 


American tribes, including 
the Oglala Sioux Lakota in 
South Dakota and Chippe- 
wa Cree in Montana, are 
also receiving tens of mil- 
lions of dollars in additional 
help. 

Those losing money are 
almost all smaller Repub- 
lican states with large ru- 
ral populations and fewer 
renters. Many were slow 
to spend their share as re- 
quired by program rules, 
so they either voluntarily 
returned money or had it 
taken. Some, like South Da- 
kota, Wyoming and New 
Hampshire, unsuccessfully 
pitched to use the money 
for other things like afford- 
able housing. 

Treasury officials, housing 
advocates and many Re- 
publican governors argue 
there is still plenty of mon- 
ey to help renters in these 
states and that the reallo- 
cation gets money where 
it's most needed. Montana, 
for example, returned $54.6 
million but still has $224.5 
million. West Virginia re- 
turned more than $42.4 mil- 
lion but still has $224.7 mil- 
lion, according to Treasury. 
"We are trying to reallo- 
cate the best we can," 
said Gene Sperling, who is 
charged with overseeing 
implementation of  Presi- 
dent Joe Biden's $1.9 trillion 
coronavirus rescue pack- 
age. "This is a balancing 
act, but one that is rooted 
in commitment to getting 
the most funds to the most 


people in need as pos- 
sible." 

North Dakota returned $150 
million of its $352 million, 
saying it couldn't effective- 
ly spend all the money by 
the deadline. The state be- 
lieves the remaining funds 
are sufficient to meet the 
needs of those who are eli- 
gible. 

Some Democratic lawmak- 
ers disagree. 


"Outrageous and unac- 
ceptable: turning back 
rental assistance — funds 


when applications are pil- 
ing up and people are 
being evicted," tweeted 
Democratic Rep. Karla 
Rose Hanson, of Fargo. 
South Dakota was forced 
to return more than $81 mil- 
lion — though more than 
$9 million went to Native 
American tribes in the state. 
Gov. Kristi Noem suggested 
the money was not neces- 
sary, adding: "Our renters 
enjoy something even bet- 
ter than government hand- 
outs: a job." 

But Democratic Sen. Reyn- 
old Nesiba said there was 
a lack of awareness about 
the rental assistance and 
criticized the state for not 
doing more to promote it. 
He pointed to a $5 million 
tourism advertising cam- 
paign that was paid for 
with coronavirus relief funds 
and questioned why that 
level of promotion didn't 
happen for pandemic re- 
lief programs. 


Meanwhile, organizations 
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that are helping adminis- 
ter the rental assistance still 
available expect a contin- 
ued need. The state has 
long faced a run on afford- 
able housing, which has 
only been exacerbated 
during the pandemic. 
"Housing costs are just too 
high," said Sandy Miller, 
who coordinates the rental 
assistance program for an 
organization called Com- 
munity Action in the west- 
ern half of South Dakota. 
"It's harder for them to get 
in a home, it's harder for 
them to stay in their home." 
Several states argued the 
reallocation addresses a 
flaw in the program, which 
created a funding formula 
based on population, not 
the number of renters in a 
state. 

"Congress ... did not take 
into. consideration Wyo- 
ming's small population, in- 
come levels, actual renters’ 
needs, and that the major- 
ity of Wyoming households 
— 70% — are owner oc- 
cupied," said Rachel Girt, 
the state's rental assistance 
communication coordina- 
tor, after the state returned 
$164 million out of $352 mil- 
lion. Another $2.8 million 
was shifted to the Northern 
Arapaho Tribal Housing Pro- 
gram and Eastern Shosho- 
ne Housing Authority. 

Josh Hanford, commis- 
sioner of the Vermont De- 
partment of Housing and 
Community Development, 
noted that the $352 million 


it received far surpassed 
the $25 million given to 
Memphis, which has a simi- 
lar population. 

"As long as we're able to 
serve all our eligible house- 
holds, hopefully folks will 
see that there is greater 
need in other parts of the 
country that have received 
a lot less assistance per 
household," Hanford said 
when asked about the 
state returning $31 million. 
In Nebraska, the loss of 
funds is projected to hit ru- 
ral areas hardest. 

The state program already 
reallocated $85 million of 
its $158 million in ERA1 to 
its biggest cities of Omaha 
and Lincoln and their re- 
spective counties. It still has 
nearly $30 million. Without 
the additional $120 million 
in ERA2 money, an analy- 
sis by the University of Ne- 
braska-Lincoln's Center on 
Children, Families and the 
Law found that tenants in 
Omaha and Lincoln will still 
have help after September, 
but those in other counties 
will not. The state "has re- 
ceived and distributed an 
unprecedented amount of 
federal funding to help Ne- 
braskans weather the storm 
over these past two years," 
he wrote in an opinion col- 
umn. "But ata certain point, 
we must acknowledge that 
the storm has passed and 
get back to the Nebras- 
ka Way. We must guard 
against becoming a wel- 
fare state where people 
are incentivized not to work 
and encouraged to rely 
on government handouts 
well after an emergency is 
over." 

But housing advocates say 
his decision will leave many 
vulnerable tenants without 
a lifeline. Tenants in rural 
areas offen have access 
to fewer resources, includ- 
ing affordable housing, in- 
ternet access and reliable 
transport. 

Lawmakers passed a. bill 
last month requiring the 
state to apply for the mon- 
ey. But Ricketts vetoed the 
bill, saying the state "must 
guard against big govern- 
ment socialism." If lawmak- 
ers don't override his veto, 
the money is likely to be 
reallocated by Treasury to 
other states.) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 48 Baseball's 
1 Flock Koufax 
members 
6 Snake's 
poison 
11 Alaskan 
native 
12 Eat 
away 
13 “Nin- 
otchka’ 
star 
14 Christens 
15 Baby- 
sitter's 
bane 
17 Snaky 
shape 
18 Treat for 


DOWN 
1 Fall 
behind 
2 Pie — 
mode 
3 Sea, in 
French Saturday's answer 


4 Chewable igmovie 34 Bird 
stuff pig homes 
5 Tale 19 Verve 35 Stalactite 
6 Coastal § 20 Drawn out setting 
county of 21Drink © 36 Troubling 
Califomia containing sign 
7 Memo- tapioca «=: 37 Cream 
rable time 24 Charity buy 
a dog 8 Alaskan event 40 Take to 
59 Lotion city 25 Heaps court 
ingredient 9 Lofty 265mutty 42 Quaint 
93 Thrifty poems 28 Spread lodgings 
97 Forehead 10 Disorder thickly 43 Silent 
cover aPound 31 Pine’s assent 
29 Let up sound kin 44 Attempt 


2 ee ee 


32 Gust 

3a Mast of 
the US., 
to Hawal- 
ians 

35 Member 
of the 
force 

38 Spruce or 
sequoia 

39 “Witness” 
Group 

41 Brief job 

45 Site 

46 Singing 
yoIte 

47 Computer 
key 


Ze Zane 
ded 
AXYDLBAAXR 
is LON OFELLOW 
One letter stands for anvethen In this sample, A is used 
for the three Los. X for the pee Os. cle. Single betters, 


apostrophes, 
wee all hints. 


4-4 CRYPTOQLOTE 


the Teneth and formation of the words 
Rach day the code letlers are different. 


RT¥ ELD PO Y DVIRIVOGYT: 


I? TLeb¥ R IL. RL. TPQ 


T¥YUWVI., IR i "O. — 6OY SG 


RCYPI 

Saturday's Cryptuquote: IF YOU [GNTT STICK 
TQ YOUR VALUES WHEN THEYRE BEING 
TESTED, THEY'RE NOT VALUES: THRY RE 
HOBBIES, JON STEWART 


Life through a witch's eyes in 'You Won't 


Be Alone’ 


This image released by Focus Features shows Noomi Rapace in 
a scene from "You Won’t Be Alone. 


By JAKE COYLE 

AP Film Writer 

Maybe it's a counter-re- 
action to our increasingly 
digital reality, but lately 
horror films have increas- 
ingly turned to primal pasts 
to resurrect the rituals and 
fears of folktale. 

It's a strikingly global trend, 
spanning puritan New Eng- 
land ("The Witch"), rural 
Iceland ("Lamb"), North 
Dublin ("You Are Not My 
Mother’) and pagan cults 
of Sweden ("Midsommar'’). 
The best of these movies 
don't just dredge up a su- 
pematural force from an- 
other time but adapt the 
spirit and psychology that it 
emerged out of. 

Goran Stolevski is an Aus- 
tralian writer-director but 
he was born and raised in 
Macedonia. And in his fea- 
ture-film debut, "You Won't 
Be Alone," he has drawn 
from old regional witch 
tales to craft a spell-bind- 
ing immersion in a distant 
and fantastical 19th centu- 
ry Macedonian realm that 
nevertheless throbs with a 
strange, timeless existen- 
tialism. If you are pictur- 
ing broomsticks, don't. We 
aren't in Kansas anymore. 
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"You Won't Be Alone," 
which debuts in theaters 
Friday, begins with a visit 
from a 200-year-old witch 
(a brilliant Anamaria Marin- 
ca). She's known as Old 
Maid Maria or as the Wolf- 
Eateress, and her face is 
pock-marked from the fire 
that wouldn't consume 
her. She has come for a 
peasant woman's — infant 
daughter, Nevena. The 
mother pleads to let her 
raise the child until she's 
16, a bargain that Maria 
strikes by cutting the child's 
tongue out. After trying to 
hide Nevena all her life in a 
cave with a natural skylight 
high above, Maria comes 
for her, arriving in the form 
of a crow. 

This isn't a computer-gen- 
erated transformation, nor 
are any of those that fol- 
low. Shape shifting contin- 
ves throughout "You Won't 
Be Alone" but it is always 
seen naturally and a little 
mysteriously. It's done in a 
cut. 

When Maria leads Nevena 
(Sara Klimoska) out of the 
cave, it's one of the most 
bizarre baptisms into the 
world any person could 
make. Until now, she's 


known little more than a 
small pile of dead leaves. 
Agog at the sun, the pas- 
toral surroundings and 
her new captor, Nevena 
marvels at the world she 
has no grasp of, or of her 
place in it. In voiceovers 
that bear a touch of those 
found in Terrence Malick's 
films, Nevena's half-formed 
words — she calls Maria 
"Witch-Mama" and herself 
"Me-the-Witch" — struggle 
for understanding. "Me, am 
| devils2" 

Maria begins raising Neve- 
na as a kind of protégé 
but her lessons are brutal. 
Seeing Nevena play with 
a rabbit, Maria picks it up, 
snaps its neck and instructs, 
"Blood, not playthings." But 
Maria quickly grows. frus- 
trated with her witch pupil. 
Tiring of motherhood, she 
transforms into a wolf and 
leaves Nevena alone ata 
forest creek. 

Nevena is left to roam the 
countryside, where her un- 
usual point of view lends 
an outsider's perspective 
on humanity. She might 
as well be an alien in hu- 
man disguise. What she 
sees both enraptures and 
horrifies her. Nevena soon 
realizes she, too, can trans- 
form. After accidentally 
killing @ peasant woman 
(Noomi Rapace), she uses 
her sharp black fingernails 
to clutch the woman's in- 
sides and stuff them insider 
a cavity in her chest. 
"What isn't strange?" she 
muses. Well, the clawed- 
out insides certainly are. 
But "You Won't Be Alone" 
— not really a horror film — 
is much more concerned 
with using the young witch's 
innocent but deadly out- 
look to examine life. She's a 
witch anthropologist, and 
her transformations from 
one body to the next — a 
beautiful young woman, a 
young man, a dog, a child 
— give her many windows 
to look out from. As a wom- 
an in the male-dominated 
society, she notices that 
when woman are around 
men, "the mouth, it never 
opens." But when the wom- 
en are alone, conversation 
flows. "The mouth, it stays 
open."L) 
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Face scanner Clearview Al aims to branch out beyond police 


By MATT O'BRIEN and 
TALI ARBEL 


AP Technology Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — A con- 
troversial face recogni- 


tion company that's built a 
massive photographic dos- 
sier of the world's people 
for use by police, national 
governments and — most 
recently — the Ukrainian 
military is now planning 
to offer its technology to 
banks and other private 
businesses. 

Clearview Al co-founder 
and CEO Hoan Ton-That 
disclosed the plans Friday 
to The Associated Press in 
order to clarify a recent 
federal court filing that sug- 
gested the company was 
up for sale. 

"We don't have any plans 
to sell the company," he 
said. Instead, he said the 
New York startup is looking 
to launch a new business 
venture to compete with 
the likes of Amazon and Mi- 
crosoft in verifying people's 
identity using facial recog- 
nition. 

The new "consent-basea" 
product would use Clear- 
view's algorithms to verify 
a person's face, but would 
not involve its ever-growing 
trove of some 20 billion im- 
ages, which Ton-That said 
is reserved for law enforce- 
ment use. Such ID checks 
that can be used to valli- 
date bank transactions or 
for other commercial pur- 
poses are the "least contro- 
versial use case" of facial 
recognition, he said. 

That's in contrast to the 


Hoan Ton-That, CEO of Clearview Al, talks to reporters in New 


York, Tuesday, Feb. 22, 2022. 


business practice for which 
Clearview is best known: 
collecting a huge trove of 
images posted on Face- 
book, YouTube and _ just 
about anywhere else on 
the publicly-accessible in- 
ternet. 

Regulators from Australia to 
Canada, France and Italy 
have taken measures to try 
to stop Clearview from pull- 
ing people's faces into its 
facial recognition engine 
without their consent. 

So have tech giants such 
as Google and Facebook. 
Despite opposition from 
lawmakers, regulators, pri- 
vacy advocates and the 
websites it scrapes for data, 
Clearview has continued 
to rack up new contracts 
with police departments 
and other government 
agencies. In the mean- 
time, its growing database 
has helped Clearview's ar- 
tificial intelligence technol- 
ogy learn and grow more 
accurate. 


TEDAY 
BENDIA 
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One of its biggest known 
federal contracts is with 
U.S. Immigration and Cus- 
toms Enforcement — par- 


For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wk 50-2BR/28th, $1,900 

Wks 51852-/2BR/28th, $2,900 

Wks 518&52/1BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 52-1BR/2Bth, $2,500 

Wk 11-2BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 12-1 BR/2Bth, $1,200 

Wk 13-2 BR/2Bth, $1,300 

Contact: 

sales.aruba@hotmail.com 
215061 
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ticularly its investigative 
arm, which has used the 
technology to track down 
both the victims and per- 
petrators of child sexual ex- 
ploitation. 

Clearview in March also 
started offering its services 
for free to the Ukrainian 
military, in part to help 
identify dead Russian sol- 
diers using Clearview's re- 
pository of about 2 billion 
images scraped from Rus- 
sian social media website 
VKontakte.l) 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $25,000 

2 Bed Oceanside $18,500 

2 Bed Ocean view $17,500 
2 Bed Garden view $15,500 
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000 
WK 51 Garden view $42,500 
WK 52 Oceanside $55,000 
WK 7 and 14 - all views 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 

2 Bed Oceanside $11,000 

2 Bed Ocean view $8,000 

2 Bed Garden view $6,000 

3 Bed Ocean view $13,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $31,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $18,500 
1 Bed ocean front $17,500 
1 Bed ocean View $12,000 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $9,500 

1 Bed oceanfront $9,000 

1 Bed ocean View $6,500 


** Destination Points $8.00 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
1 Bed wk 51 $6,500 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

1 bed wk 20 unit 633 $11,000 


Other weeks are also available. 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property, 


Contact: 
michelle@conciergerealty.com 


888-888-2204 Ext 104 
Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Michelle Donato 
www facedook.com/groups/MamiottArubaSurt! 


www facebook. com/groups/MarnottAruba/Ocean 
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HEALTH 


vv 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 

San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


\Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
[Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Vamos, Carlos: Alcaraz gives Spain a Miami Open men’s winner 


MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) 
— Spanish fans brought 
plenty of their nation’s flags 
to Hard Rock Stadium on 
Sunday, thrusting them into 
the air whenever things 
were going well for Carlos 
Alcaraz. 

He kept them busy, all the 
way to the end. 

Spain finally has a Miami 
Open men’s champion: 
an 18-year-old who wasn't 
even in the top 100 of the 
world rankings at this time 
a year ago and now heads 
into the clay-court season 
arguably playing as well as 
anyone. Alcaraz, the No. 
14 seed, shook off a slow 
start to beat sixth-seeded 
Casper Ruud of Norway 
7-5, 6-4 in Sunday's final. 
“llove Miami,” Alcaraz said. 
The melting pot city of 
Miami — with its massive 
Spanish-speaking Commu- 
nity — loved him back, and 
Alcaraz said that made a 
big difference throughout 
his two-week stay. “I felt like 
| was home from the first 
minute | began playing,” 
Alcaraz said. He became 
the youngest champion in 
Miami Open history — No- 
vak Djokovic was 19 when 
he won the tournament, 
then the NASDAQ-100 
Open, for the first time — 
and picked up $1,231,245 
for the victory, nearly dou- 
bling his career earnings 
with one check. 

The = shot-making — ability 
from the Spanish teen was 


Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, reacts after missing a shot against Casper Ruud, of Norway, during the 
men’s singles finals of the Miami Open tennis tournament, Sunday, April 3, 2022, in Miami Gardens, 


Fla. 


on full display: daring drop 
shots in tense situations, 
deft touch at the net when 
needed, raw power from 
the baseline when warrant- 
ed. Alcaraz often would 
look to his team in the 
stands and give a joyous 
yell or a knowing fist-pump, 
clearly feeling more com- 
fortable as the afternoon 
went along. 

Among those there with 
him: his coach, Juan Carlos 
Ferrero. He had been away 
while mourning the death 
of his father, but made it 
back to Miami in time for 
the final. And when the 


match was over, Alcaraz 
hopped into the stands to 
give Ferrero his first hug as 
a Miami champion, as his 
coach wiped away tears. 

“It's pretty amazing to share 
this with you,” Alcaraz told 
Ferrero.There had been 
four other Spanish men 
to make the final at what 
now is called the Miami 
Open — the tournament 
has changed names a few 
times over the years — over 
the last quarter-century. 
Sergi Bruguera was the first, 
in 1997. Carlos Moya was 
next, in 2003. David Ferrer 
got there in 2013 and the 
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best player of them all, Ra- 
fael Nadal, made it to the 
Miami final in 2005, 2008, 
2011, 2014 and 2017. 

They all lost. Every time. 
Alcaraz ended the drought 
and did so with authority. 
He ripped a crosscourt fore- 
hand for a double-break 
lead of 3-0 in the second 
set. Ruud broke back for 
3-1, and had a chance at 
setting up another breaker 
late in the set. 

With Alcaraz hitting a sec- 
ond serve at 4-3, 30-30, 
Ruud guessed the incoming 
ball’s path correctly and 
ran around his backhand 


to try what would have 
been a down-the-line win- 
ner. He put it just wide, and 
a point later Alcaraz was 
up 5-3. Before long, it was 
over."You’re such a good 
player already,” Ruud told 
Alcaraz during the tro- 
phy ceremony. “You're so 
young and if you continue 
like this you will stand there 
many more times. I'm sure 
of it.” 

Alcaraz lost one set in six 
matches in Miami,  im- 
proved to 18-2 overall this 
year and became. the 
third-youngest winner of 
any ATP Masters 1000 series 
event — which goes back 
to 1990. The only younger 


winners: Michael Chang, 
and Nadal. Impressive 
company. 


“For me, he’s one of the 
top four people that you 
have to talk about at ev- 
ery major now, along with 
Djokovic, Nadal and (Dani- 
il) Medvedev,” raved tennis 
great Martina Navratilova 
on Tennis Channel after 
the match. “He’s the fourth 
one, for me.” Rankings-wise, 
both Ruud and Alcaraz 
leave Miami better than 
ever. Ruud is expected to 
climb one spot to a career- 
best No. 7 in the world when 
the computer numbers are 
updated Monday; Alcaraz 
will be a career-best No. 11. 
For Ruud, the rise has been 
steady. He was No. 26 in 
the world after Miami last 
year.l] 


OUDENAARDE, 


Netherland's Mathieu Van Der Poel of the Alpecin Fenix team, 
right, crosses the finish line to win the Ronde van Vlaanderen 
in Oudenaarde, Belgium, Sunday, April 3, 2022. 
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Belgium (AP) — Dutch rider Ma- 


thieu van der Poel came 
out of a four-man sprint 
to win the Tour of Flanders 
cobbled classic for the 
second time on Sunday. 
Two-time Tour de France 
champion Tadej Pogacar 
blew his chances in the 
race's finale. Van der Poel 
and Pogacar escaped 
from the group of remain- 
ing contenders and rode 
together for the last 15 kilo- 
meters after the Slovenian 
rider launched a sharp at- 
tack in the Oude Kware- 
mont climb. 

Van der Poel was the only 
one able to follow and 
the 273-kilometer one- 
day classic looked set for 


a two-man sprint. But the 
leading duo played a cat 
and mouse game in the 
final kilometer as Pogacar 
waited for an opening that 
never came, and they 
were ultimately caught 
by chasers with some 250 
meters left. Pogacar was 
boxed behind  French- 
man Valentin §Madouas 
and Dutchman Dylan van 
Baarle in the sprint. He ges- 
tured in frustration as he 
crossed the line in fourth 
place. Van Baarle was 
runner-up ahead of Mad- 
ouas. Wout van Aert of Bel- 
gium did not compete af- 
ter testing positive for CO- 
VID-19. But Belgian cham- 


Mathieu van der Poel wins Tour of Flanders for 2nd time 


pion Lotte Kopecky gave 
the local fans something 
to cheer about by winning 
the women's race ahead 
of former world champion 
Annemiek van Vleuten of 
the Netherlands. 

Another Dutch rider, Chan- 
tal van den Broek-Blaak — 
a teammate of Kopecky 
— completed the podium. 
A versatile rider, Van der 
Poel has won titles in many 
disciplines and wore the 
Tour de France yellow jer- 
sey for six days last year. 
He is the grandson of the 
late French rider Raymond 
Poulidor. Van der Poel won 
his first Tour of Flanders in 
2020...) 
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By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) — A 
comeback unlike any oth- 
er for Tiger Woods might 
start at the Masters. 

Just over 13 months since 
Woods damaged his right 
leg so badly he said doc- 
tors considered amputa- 
tion, Woods arrived at Au- 
gusta National on Sunday 
afternoon and warmed up 
on a range where there 
were more photographers 
than players. 

Woods hit balls for about 
20 minutes and then got 
in a cart and headed to 
the course, which is closed 
Sunday afternoon to ev- 
eryone except players and 
caddies. Already a star at- 
traction, the hype over the 
five-time Masters champi- 
on is higher than ever after 
a violent single-car crash 
that looked as though it 
might end his career. 

Still fo come is the decision 
on playing. 

In a tweet Sunday morn- 
ing announcing he was 
coming to Augusta to re- 
sume preparations for the 
Masters, he said it will be 
a “game-time decision” 
whether he competes. 

The Masters does not have 
a firm deadline to commit 
like regular tour events. It is 
an invitation tournament, 
and players typically notify 
the club only if they do not 
plan to play. 

Tee times are published 
Tuesday. 

“Knowing Tiger the way | 
know him, if he wasn't to- 
tally like ... pretty much feel 
he has a chance to win, he 
wouldn't tee it up,” Mark 
O’Meara said. “The thing 
about Tiger Woods is usu- 
ally when everybody thinks 
he can’t do something, 
that’s when he does it.” 

If Woods decides to play 
— he played 18 holes at 
Augusta National five days 
ago — it would be his first 
competition against the 
world’s best players since 
Nov. 15, 2020, when the 
Masters was moved to au- 
tumn because of the pan- 
demic. 

Photographers and media 
waited at the far end of the 
viewing area on the range 
near the caddie house to 
see when he would arrive. 


Woods showed up on the 
other end, shaking hands 
with defending champion 
Hideki Matsuyama. 

Kevin Na and Billy Horschel 
were among those who 
came over to shake hands 
or hug him. Also on the 
range were Sungjae Im, 
Mackenzie Hughes and Ja- 
son Kokrak. Sunday after- 
noon before Masters week 
is @ quiet time most years. 
Just not this one. 

Woods was recovering 
from a fifth back surgery 
when on Feb. 23, 2021, two 
days after he presented 
the trophy at the Genesis 
Invitational that he hosts at 
Riviera, he crashed his SUV 
over a median on a subur- 
ban coastal road in Los An- 
geles and down the side of 
a hill. 

Police estimated he was 


going at least 84 mph in a 
45 mph zone. 

Doctors said Woods shat- 
tered tibia and fibula bones 
in his right leg in multiple 
locations. Those were sta- 
bilized by a rod in the tib- 
ia, while a combination of 
screws and pins were used 
to stabilize additional inju- 
ries in the ankle and foot. 
Woods said he spent three 
months immobilized in a 
makeshift hospital bed set 
up in his Florida home. Only 
then he could start moving 
around on crutches, and 
eventually he was able to 
walk on his own. 

Woods won the U.S. Open 
at Torrey Pines in 2008 with 
a double stress fracture 
and torn knee ligaments in 
his left leg. He made it back 
from a scandal in his per- 
sonal life to become No. | 
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On the prowl? Tiger arriving at Masters, unsure of playing 


Tiger Woods pauses while hitting on the driving range during 
practice before the Masters golf tournament, Sunday, April 3, 


2022, in Augusta, Ga. 


in the world again. 

Nothing was more amaz- 
ing than three years ago at 
Augusta National when he 
won a fifth green jacket af- 
ter four back surgeries that 
made him fear he might 


Associated Press 


never walk again. 

That he is even contem- 
plating playing in this Mas- 
ters is remarkable in its own 
right. If he can, questions 
are sure to shift to whether 
he can win.L) 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


for you and your party. 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
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E SEE SUNNY DAYS IN YOUR FUTURE 


Meanwhile, stay safe. See you soon! 


www.costalinda-aruba.com 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water's Edge Restaurant Is a Jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Palm Beach —- When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and_ interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic  jour- 


ney with a= scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 


creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water's 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 220z. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 


your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of Coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 

If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 

Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you're in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water's Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 40m-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10em with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water's Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of our 
guests who showed us so much 
love and support all through 
2021, and hopefully will con- 
tinue to do so in 2022. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!L) 


WATER’S EDGE 


. RESTAURANT &@ BAR 


“Water's Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Water's Edge is open daily from 
8am —- 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


